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* I've seen a remarkable sweep of history. | was first elected to office in the United States of
America as a U.S. senator in 1972, (l%)

* I'was 29 years old. Back then, we were living through an inflection point, a moment of tension and

uncertainty, The world was divided by the Cold War. The Middle East was headed toward TN - . > N >
war. America was at war in Vietnam, and at that point, the longest war in America’s histary. ﬁ({u%b\—fﬁof— 72 ﬁzhﬁli“\]\'fﬁ«%@%qﬂf_/)
(B&)
- 1 = < -
* The United States and the world got through that moment. It wasn’t easy or simple or without 71:—0 7})17 @@ELW%E‘/ ‘%ﬁ%f&)’)?ﬁ_o L
significant setbacks. But we would go on to reduce the threat of nuclear weapons (B} through
arms control and then go on to bring the Cold War itself to an end. Israel and Egypt went to war . W 4 -
but then forged a historic peace. We ended the war in Vietnam. ﬁlbﬁfi 6iﬁ%€f7ﬁ§b 6'@.‘7]:_0 %L‘(H”Sﬁi/\/

* The — last year, in Hanoi, | was — met with the Vietnamese leadership, and we elevated our _ . . - .
partnership to the highest level. It's a testament to the resilience of the human spirit and the A~FTE X LDV —F =LKL Fex D
capacity for reconciliation that today the United States and Vietnam are partners and friends, and
it's proof that even from the horrors of war there is a way forward. Things can get better.

* We should never forget that. | have seen that throughout my career.
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